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Probe may 
focus on 

King killing 

Assoc a led Press 

WASHINGTON — Speaker Thomas 
P. O'Neill said yesterday the fate of the 
embatlled House assassinations com- 
mittee may hinge on whether three wit- 
nesses can provide new information on 
the murder of Marlin Luther King Jr. 

O’Neill said committee members be- 
hove they can gel three witnesses who 
will shed new light on the King assassi- 
nation. The identity of the witnesses 
was no: disclosed. One committee mem- 
ber said he believes James Earl Ray, 
convicted of murdering King, is not one 
of the three, though Ray has expressed 
a willingness to testify. 

The Speaker said committee Demo- 
crats hope to salvage at least that much 
of the investigation from the ruins left 
by a" dispute between chairman Henry 
Gonzalez (D-Tex.). who has submitted 
his resignation as chairman to O’Neill, 
and Richard Sprague, the panel’s chief 
counsel. 

The committee’s mandate is to in- 
vestigate the assassinations of King 
and President John F. Kenne^'iv 



SPEAKER O’NEILL 
. . . discusses committee fate 


committee members were talking yes- 
terday of either dropping the Kennedy 
investigation, or delaying it w'hile pro- 
ceeding with the King probe. 

O’Neill said he has not decided 
whether to forward Gonzalez’s resigna- 
tion letter to the House, which would 
have to vote on w^hether to accept it. 

And the Speaker said any decision 
on firing Sprague as chief counsel 
W'ould be up to a new chairman if the 
House accepts Gonzalez’s resignation. 



